
World Affairs Council of Charlotte Private Dinner Underwriting 
WACC Private Dinner 

Ralph ​Lopez ​Massas, Senior Vice President of CLT ​Hub Operations; 
Michael ​Wanner, Vice President of CLT ​Hub ​Operations 

American Airlines 
 
 

Wednesday, October 14th, 2026 
*Location TBA 

Check-in and Networking: 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. | Dinner and Discussion: 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m 
 

Ralph ​Lopez ​Massas, Senior Vice President of CLT ​Hub Operations and ​Michael ​Wanner, Vice President 
of CLT ​Hub ​Operations 

American Airlines 

We agree to support the program in the following manner (Please check one) 
 

Sponsorship Levels 
 

 
 
Diplomat Private Dinner Sponsor - $2,000 
 

 
 
Attaché Private Dinner Sponsor - $1,000 
 

  
I am not able to sponsor this program at this time but would like to make a donation of $____________ to the WACC  
 

 
 
NAME OF COMPANY:  
 
NAME OF COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE: 
 
ADDRESS: 
 
CITY: ​ ​ ​ ​ ZIP CODE: ​ ​ ​ STATE:  
                                     
CORPORATE CONTACT:​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
                           
PHONE:​ ​ ​ ​ E-MAIL: 
 
 
Payment Options:  
Sponsorship payments can be made online.   
Sponsorship checks may be made payable to the World Affairs Council of Charlotte.  
Need to complete an ACH transfer? Please email info@worldaffairscharlotte.org  
 
Return To: 
World Affairs Council of Charlotte | UNC-Charlotte, 227 CHHS Building | 9201 University City Blvd. | Charlotte, NC 28223 
 
 
_____________________________________                                                                                   
(Signature, Company Representative) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://worldaffairscharlotte.app.neoncrm.com/forms/10142026-wacc-private-dinner-with-ralph-massas-michael-wanner
mailto:info@worldaffairscharlotte.org
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Diplomat Private Dinner Sponsor - $2,000 
 

♦​ 4 seats with preferred seating at the Private Dinner 
♦​ Recognition on WACC website, all communication, and all social media outreach 
♦​ Recognition during event by LJ Stambuk, WACC President & CEO 
♦​ Exclusive recognition as “Premier Sponsor” 
♦​ 10-minute networking session with speaker before Private Dinner  

 
 
Attaché Private Dinner Sponsor - $1,000 
 

♦​ 2 seats with preferred seating at the Private Dinner 
♦​ Recognition on WACC website, all communication, and all social media outreach 
♦​ Recognition during event by LJ Stambuk, WACC President & CEO 
♦​ 10-minute networking session with speaker before Private Dinner  

 
 
 
Benefits of Underwriting a WACC Private Dinner  
 

♦​ Increase corporate visibility and promote brand 
♦​ Build, maintain and strengthen professional and client networks by inviting prospects, executives, clients, etc.  
♦​ High-level business and professional networking with leaders in the Charlotte community  
♦​ Learn about international affairs, global economy, and geopolitics from experts and world leaders  
♦​ Support international education in the Charlotte community 

 
 
Ralph Lopez Massas Bio: 

Ralph is Senior Vice President of Hub Operations at Charlotte Douglas International Airport (CLT), American's 
second-largest hub and the world's third-largest single airline hub. With more than 650 peak daily departures and nearly 
16,500 team members, CLT is key to American's network. 

In the span of his 31-year career he has spearheaded some of American's largest and most critical business units and 
teams. Previously, he served as Vice President of the Robert W. Baker Integrated Operations Center (IOC), which serves 
as the nerve center of American's network. There he led more than 1,500 team members responsible for operational 
oversight of American's global network. He also led American's largest international gateway and cargo hub as Vice 
President of Hub Operations at Miami International Airport (MIA). 

Ralph has worked across American's global network, leading our major international hub and epicenter of our transatlantic 
joint business at London-Heathrow (LHR), Boston (BOS), New York City (LGA) and Newark (EWR), San Jose, California 
(SJC). He also spent nearly 10 years in the Caribbean and Latin America leading Commercial, Planning and Operations 
in Chile, Jamaica, Venezuela, and Peru. 

Ralph joined the airline in 1995 as a member of the Sales and Reservations team in San Juan, Puerto Rico (SJU), where 
he also led many of our business units in Customer Experience and Operations in our former Caribbean Hub. 

A native of San Juan, Puerto Rico, Ralph grew up in Puerto Rico, Seville, Spain, and Trinidad & Tobago. He graduated 
from Hillview College in Trinidad & Tobago, earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Phoenix and a Global Master of Business Administration from Madrid's IE Business School. Ralph also 
serves on the Governing Board of Directors for the Foundation For The Carolinas. 
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Michael Wanner Bio: 

Michael Wanner serves as Vice President of CLT Operations at American, helping to lead the airline's second-largest hub 
and overseeing the planning and execution of the day-to-day airport operations, operational performance, customer 
experience, safety, and cross-functional relationships across one of the most complex hubs throughout the system. 

With more than 30 years of leadership experience spanning aviation, transportation, labor relations, and operational 
strategy, Michael has established a reputation for driving operational excellence, building high-performing teams, and 
leading organizations through complex challenges that lead to transformational change. 

Most recently, Michael served as Managing Director of the CLT Hub Control Center where he led strategic initiatives to 
improve the hub's on-time performance, enhance baggage handling reliability and manage growth through an evolving 
and efficient operational approach. Prior to joining the CLT leadership team, he served as Director of the Integrated 
Operations Center at American's headquarters in Fort Worth, TX where he managed operational control supporting 6,700 
daily flights throughout the network. 

Michael's passion for aviation first took off during his service as an Air Traffic Controller in the United States Navy. He 
went on to become a FAA-certified Air Traffic Controller before gaining leadership experience with commercial airlines. 
Michael earned a bachelor's degree in Aviation Management at Southern Illinois University and serves as a board 
member for the University of North Carolina at Charlotte Air Institute, supporting the development of future aviation 
professionals. 

 
 
UNDERWRITING INFORMATION: Please contact Madison NeeSmith by phone (704-687-7758) or email 
mneesmit@charlotte.edu  for table purchases and underwriting information. 
 
ABOUT WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF CHARLOTTE: The World Affairs Council of Charlotte is a non-profit, 
non-partisan organization supported by funding from individual and corporate member dues, foundations and 
contributions. By serving as a regional center for education and discussion of world affairs, WACC seeks to provide 
leadership for global thinking, believing that a broad perspective is necessary for effective competition in the global 
economy and for responsible citizenship in an increasingly interdependent political world.   

mailto:mneesmit@uncc.edu
mailto:mneesmit@uncc.edu
http://www.worldaffairscharlotte.org

