
World Affairs Council of Charlotte Underwriting and Table Purchase 
WACC Private Dinner 
Steven Hill, Lead Trade Attorney Partner at K&L Gates | Michael Cornett, Managing Director for 
the National Tax Office at Forvis Mazars | Jon Morton, Partner at Forvis Mazars 
Wednesday, April 9th, 2025 
Charlotte City Club 
Check-in and Networking: 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. | Dinner and Discussion: 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

 

Steven Hill - Lead Trade Attorney Partner at K&L Gates 
 
Steven Hill is a partner at the firm. He has more than 20 years of experience in a 
broad array of international trade regulation compliance and enforcement 
matters, particularly export controls, including the Export Administration 
Regulations (EAR) and International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR), 
sanctions laws enforced by the US Department of the Treasury's Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), customs and other importation laws, anti-
boycott laws, and anti-corruption laws, such as the Foreign Corrupt Practices 
Act (FCPA). 
 
Steven regularly advises multinational businesses in every context in which 
compliance with international trade laws may arise, including responding to 
governmental enforcement actions, preparation of voluntary disclosures and 
other submissions to governmental authorities, conducting internal 
investigations of potential violations of international trade laws, as well as 
ongoing day-to-day compliance matters, such as classification of goods, 
software, and technology, assessment of the impact of sanctions programs on 
proposed transactions, and obtaining licenses from relevant government 
agencies. Steven also assists clients in conducting internal risk assessments 

and development and implementation of compliance programs and has conducted targeted training on international trade 
laws for clients located in a number of countries. As part of his experience, Steven regularly assists clients in conducting 
international trade-related diligence on mergers and acquisitions, joint venture partners, and other business partners and 
intermediaries. 
 
Steven routinely works with the firm's public policy, corporate, securities, government contracts, and white collar and 
criminal defense areas to provide coordinated services to clients on international trade compliance matters. He also has 
substantial experience working with attorneys and experts in foreign countries to formulate effective advice in matters 
covering multiple national jurisdictions. 
 
As part of his services to clients on substantive international trade matters, Steven regularly advises on national security 
reviews of foreign acquisitions and investments in the United States conducted by the Committee on Foreign Investment 
in the United States (CFIUS). This includes analysis of proposed transactions for potential national security risk factors, 
development of effective strategies in approaching CFIUS and other relevant actors within the US government, and 
submission of voluntary notifications to CFIUS. 
 

 
Michael Cornett - Managing Director for the National Tax Office at Forvis Mazars 
 
Mike is a managing director in the Forvis Mazars St. Louis national tax office. He has 
more than 40 years of experience in federal taxation, including 37 years in 
international taxation. During this time, Mike has worked with several major law firms 
and the national offices of two international accounting firms. He was a special 
counsel to the associate chief counsel (international), where he advised on 
regulations, revenue rulings, and PLRs. 
 
He has served public, private, and venture-backed companies in various industries 
throughout his career. He has worked on cross-border restructuring and cross-border 
planning for a variety of issues including supply chain, foreign tax credit, and IP. He 
managed negotiations with the IRS on various issues including APAs and competent 
authority matters. 
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Mike has been a speaker on international tax issues and has spoken for organizations such as IFA, ABA, AICPA, TEI, and 
St. Louis International Tax Group. He has published several articles for national tax journals. He is a member of the 
American Institute of CPAs and American Bar Association. 
 
Mike is a graduate of University of Notre Dame, Indiana, with a B.S. degree in accounting; a graduate of The University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with a J.D. degree; and a graduate of Georgetown Law, Washington, D.C., with an LL.M. 
degree. 

 

Jon Morton - Partner at Forvis Mazars 
 
In March 2023, Jon joined Forvis Mazars as a managing director in their 
International Tax Transfer Pricing practice.  
 
Prior to joining Forvis Mazars, he spent more than 15 years as part of a British 
accounting firm’s international tax and transaction services practice, specializing 
in transfer pricing. Jon joined that firm in London, UK, in 2007, before spending six 
years in New York, New York, and five years in Charlotte, North Carolina. At the 
British accounting firm, Jon primarily served financial services clients, including 
many Fortune 500 multinationals, but also spent time serving large public and 
private clients in many other industry sectors, including manufacturing, retail, 
technology, payments, healthcare, and metals and mining. Since moving to 
Charlotte, his client responsibilities and focus have been more regional, as 

opposed to industry sector specific, and this will continue at Forvis Mazars. Jon’s transfer pricing experience has covered 
a range of compliance, advisory, controversy, and other issues for clients with varying domestic and global footprints. At 
the British accounting firm, Jon was the lead transfer pricing advisor for many large multinational financial services 
clients and helped lead transfer pricing business development in the South/Central region. Jon also helped lead their 
operational and managed services transfer pricing initiatives. Many of the engagements that he has managed have 
entailed the preparation of global transfer pricing documentation or planning studies for compliance with national and 
international regulations and guidelines, e.g., U.S., U.K., European legislation, and the OECD Guidelines, etc. However, Jon 
also has extensive experience on transfer pricing audits, controversy enquiries, advanced pricing agreements, 
operational/implementation engagements, and start-up/restructuring assignments. Jon has also assisted clients with 
various complex technical matters, including captives, permanent establishments, intangible property valuation, 
debt/equity and thin capitalization analyses, cash pooling, blocker financing, and internal financing transactions. More 
recently, Jon has been advising clients on recent developments regarding the OECD’s BEPS 2.0 initiative, including Pillar 2 
assessments and modeling. 
 
Prior to joining the British accounting firm, Jon worked for the investment banking arm of a Dutch bank before its takeover 
by a Scottish retail and commercial bank in early 2007. He has passed all three levels of the Chartered Financial Analyst® 
(CFA®) qualification and has completed the Enrolled Agent (EA) program. Jon has represented many clients before the 
IRS. Jon is a graduate of The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), U.K., with a B.Sc. degree in 
economics and economic history. 
 

Benefits of Underwriting a WACC Private Dinner  
 

• Increase corporate visibility and promote brand 

• Build, maintain and strengthen professional and client networks by inviting prospects, executives,  
and clients 

• High-level business and professional networking with leaders in the Charlotte community  

• Learn about international affairs, global economy, and geopolitics from experts and world leaders  

• Support international education in the Charlotte community 
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Attaché Private Dinner Sponsor - $500 *Limited to 2 sponsors 
 

• 2 seats with preferred seating at the Private Dinner 

• Recognition on WACC website, all communication, and all 
social media outreach 

• Recognition during event by LJ Stambuk, WACC President 
& CEO 

• Exclusive recognition as “Premier Sponsor” 

• 10-minute networking session with speaker before Private 
Dinner  

 
 

 
 

NAME OF COMPANY:  

 

NAME OF COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE: 

 

ADDRESS: 

 

CITY:     ZIP CODE:    STATE:  

                                     

CORPORATE CONTACT:      

 PHONE:    E-MAIL: 

 
 
We agree to support the program in the following manner (Please check one) 
 
 
 

Sponsorship Levels 
 

 
 
 

Attaché Private Dinner Sponsor 

  
I am not able to sponsor this program at this time but would like to make a donation of $____________ to the WACC  
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Payment Options:  
Sponsorship payments can be made online.   
Sponsorship checks may be made payable to the World Affairs Council of Charlotte.  
 
Need to complete an ACH transfer? Please email info@worldaffairscharlotte.org  
 
Return To: 
World Affairs Council of Charlotte | UNC-Charlotte, 227 CHHS Building | 9201 University City Blvd. | Charlotte, NC 28223 
 
 
_____________________________________                                                                                   
(Signature, Company Representative) 
 
 
UNDERWRITING INFORMATION: Please contact Madison NeeSmith by phone (704-687-7758) or email mneesmit@charlotte.edu  for 
table purchases and underwriting information. 
 
ABOUT WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF CHARLOTTE: The World Affairs Council of Charlotte is a non-profit, non-partisan organization 
supported by funding from individual and corporate member dues, foundations and contributions. By serving as a regional center for 
education and discussion of world affairs, WACC seeks to provide leadership for global thinking, believing that a broad perspective is 
necessary for effective competition in the global economy and for responsible citizenship in an increasingly interdependent political 
world. 

https://worldaffairscharlotte.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/worldaffairscharlotte/eventRegistration.jsp?event=815&
mailto:info@worldaffairscharlotte.org
mailto:mneesmit@uncc.edu
http://www.worldaffairscharlotte.org/

