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\.X/ rld WACC Private Dinner

’ . David Salvo, Managing Director at the Alliance for Securing Democracy | Bret Schafer, Senior
’ Eﬂl:S Fellow at the Alliance for Securing Democracy | Krystyna Sikora, Research Assistant at the
' uncﬂ Alliance for Securing Democracy

of ———— Wednesday, May 28th, 2025
CH RLOTTE Charlotte City Club

Check-in and Networking: 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. | Dinner and Discussion: 6:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

David Salvo — Managing Director, Alliance for Securing Democracy

David Salvo is the managing director of the Alliance for Securing Democracy (ASD)
at the German Marshall Fund. He is an expert in Russian affairs and foreign
interference with experience analyzing Russia and other authoritarian countries’
toolkits to undermine democracy at home and abroad for more than 20 years. He
joined ASD as a resident fellow in 2017 and his commentary on US-Russian
relations, Russian foreign policy, and foreign interference has been featured on DW
News, NPR, CNN, and more.

Before joining ASD, David served as a foreign service officer in the US Department
of State, most recently as the deputy secretary of state’s policy advisor for Europe,
Eurasia, and international security issues. He also advised senior-level negotiators
on protracted conflicts in the South Caucasus, worked on US policy toward NATO
and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and served abroad in
Russia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. He speaks Russian and Serbo-Croatian and
has a basic knowledge of French.

David holds an M.A. from Georgetown University’s Center for Eurasian, Russian, and East European Studies and a B.A. in
government and Russian from Georgetown University. He is an avid music lover and plays in several Washington, DC-area
bands, including a tribute band to the rock band Phish.

Bret Schafer — Senior Fellow, Alliance for Securing Democracy

Bret Schafer is a senior fellow for information manipulation issues at the Alliance for
Securing Democracy (ASD) at the German Marshall Fund. He is an expert in digital and
computational propaganda, state-backed information operations, and technology
regulation. Bret is the creator and manager of ASD’s Hamilton 2.0 Dashboard, an online
open-source tool that tracks the outputs of Russian, Chinese, and Iranian state media
outlets, diplomats, and government officials. Bret has participated in conferences
around the globe and advised numerous governments and international organizations.
His research has been cited in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and the
Washington Post and he has appeared on CNN, NBC News, MSNBC, and more.

Before joining ASD, Bret spent more than ten years in the television and film industry, including in roles at Cartoon
Network and Warner Brothers. He also worked in Budapest, Hungary as a radio host and in Berlin, Germany as a semi-
professional baseball player in Germany’s Bundesliga.

Bret holds an M.A. in public diplomacy from the University of Southern California and a B.A. in communications with a
major in radio, television, and film from Northwestern University.
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Krystyna Sikora—Research Assistant, Alliance for Securing Democracy

Krystyna (Krysia) Sikora is a researcher at the Alliance for Securing Democracy
(ASD) at the German Marshall Fund. Her research has focused on information
manipulation, Polish affairs, and election security in the United States. Her writing
has been published in the EU Observer, Euractiv, the Fulcrum, and more. Before
joining ASD, Krysia played professional soccer in Poland for two years.

Krysia holds an M.A. from Georgetown University’s Center for Eurasian, Russian,
and East European Studies, where she focused on right-wing populism,
information manipulation, and democratic decline in Central and Eastern Europe,
and a B.A. in political science and a certificate in policy journalism and media
«=  studies from Duke University.

Benefits of Underwriting a WACC Private Dinner

e Increase corporate visibility and promote brand

e Build, maintain and strengthen professional and client networks by inviting prospects, executives, and
clients.

e High-level business and professional networking with leaders in the Charlotte community

e Learn about international affairs, global economy, and geopolitics from experts and world leaders

e Support international education in the Charlotte community

Attaché Private Dinner Sponsor - $750 *Limited to 2 sponsors

2 seats with preferred seating at the Private Dinner

Recognition on WACC website, all communication, and all social media outreach
Recognition during event by LJ Stambuk, WACC President & CEO

Exclusive recognition as “Premier Sponsor”

10-minute networking session with speaker before Private Dinner
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CITY: ZIP CODE: STATE:

CORPORATE CONTACT:

PHONE: E-MAIL:
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We agree to support the program in the following manner (Please check one)

Sponsorship Levels

Attaché Private Dinner Sponsor

| am not able to sponsor this program at this time but would like to make a donation of § to the WACC

Payment Options:

Sponsorship payments can be made online.

Sponsorship checks may be made payable to the World Affairs Council of Charlotte.
Need to complete an ACH transfer? Please email info@worldaffairscharlotte.org

Return To:
World Affairs Council of Charlotte | UNC-Charlotte, 227 CHHS Building | 9201 University City Blvd. | Charlotte, NC 28223

(Signature, Company Representative)

UNDERWRITING INFORMATION: Please contact Madison NeeSmith by phone (704-687-7758) or email mneesmit@charlotte.edu for
table purchases and underwriting information.

ABOUT WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF CHARLOTTE: The World Affairs Council of Charlotte is a non-profit, non-partisan organization
supported by funding from individual and corporate member dues, foundations and contributions. By serving as a regional center for
education and discussion of world affairs, WACC seeks to provide leadership for global thinking, believing that a broad perspective is
necessary for effective competition in the global economy and for responsible citizenship in an increasingly interdependent political
world.
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