
World Affairs Council of Charlotte Underwriting and Table Purchase 
CEO Series Program 

Leon Topalian, Chair, President and Chief Executive Officer of Nucor Corporation 

Wednesday, December 4th 

Hilton Charlotte Uptown 

VIP Reception: 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. |    Lunch: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of Underwriting a CEO 
Series Program:  

 

• Increase corporate visibility 
through program and education 
sponsorships 

• Build, maintain and strengthen 

professional and client networks 
through Council events 

• Reach out to high-level 
professionals and leaders in the 

Charlotte community  

• Learn about international affairs 
from foreign government /state 
officials, renowned authors, and 
world leaders 

• Support international education 
in the Charlotte community 

Leon Topalian 

Chair, President and Chief Executive Officer of Nucor Corporation 

 

Leon joined Nucor in 1996 as a project engineer at Nucor Steel Berkeley in Huger, 

South Carolina and was promoted to Cold Mill Production Supervisor in 1998. From 

2002 to 2009, Leon held various leadership positions throughout Nucor, including 

Operations Manager at Nucor’s HIsmelt joint venture in Perth, Western Australia, 

Business Development Manager at our corporate office, and Melt Shop Manager at 

Nucor Steel South Carolina. In 2011, Leon was promoted to General Manager of 

Nucor Steel Kankakee, Inc. and in 2013 he was named a Vice President. In 2014, 

Leon was named Vice President and General Manager of Nucor-Yamato Steel 

Company. In May 2017, he was appointed Executive Vice President of Beam and 

Plate Products for Nucor Corporation. In September 2019, Leon was appointed 

President and Chief Operating Officer of Nucor Corporation, and on January 1, 2020, 

he became President and Chief Executive Officer of Nucor Corporation. He 

assumed the additional role of Chair of the Board of Directors on September 15, 

2022. When Leon took over as CEO, he challenged the company’s then 28,000 

teammates to make Nucor the World’s Safest Steel Company. Leading the company 

through the pandemic has enabled Nucor to think more broadly about Safety to 

include the health and well-being of every team member. And in the wake of the 

racial unrest, Leon has begun the conversation to ensure every team member feels 

safe from any type or mark of discrimination. Our journey to “listen, learn, 

understand and grow” will continue to shape the decisions we make today and 

tomorrow. 

 

Leon is motivated every day by standing shoulder to shoulder with the greatest 

manufacturing team assembled anywhere in the world. The Nucor team continues 

to do things in the steel industry that were previously thought unattainable. Leon is 

focused on harnessing the Nucor culture to grow the company, expand beyond and 

take Nucor to new heights, all while living out Nucor’s iconic culture. In addition to 

his role as Chair of Nucor’s Board of Directors, Leon also serves as a board member 

for the Nucor-Yamato Steel Company. Additionally, Leon is currently Chairman of 

the World Steel Association’s Executive Board of Directors, and serves on the Board 

of the Global War on Terrorism Memorial Foundation. He previously served as 

Chairman of the Board of Directors for the American Iron and Steel Institute (AISI) 

and on the board of the American Institute of Steel Construction. 

 

Leon graduated from Massachusetts Maritime Academy with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Marine Engineering. 

 

Leon is married to Kim and they have four children – J.T., Hannah and twins, 

Isabella and Sophia. 
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Ambassador Sponsor - $7,500  
 

• Three tables of 8 with preferred seating at the 

luncheon 

• Two seats at the Head Table with the speaker 

• Attendance for all 26 representatives to business 

networking VIP reception with the speaker 

• Opportunity to provide opening/closing remarks 

• Additional recognition as “Presenting Sponsor” 

• Recognition on WACC website, communication, 

and social media outreach 

• Recognition from podium & banner displayed at 

event 

 

       

Diplomat Sponsor - 5,000 
• Two tables of 8 with preferred seating at the luncheon 

• One seat at the Head Table with the speaker 

• Attendance for all 17 designated representatives to 

business networking VIP reception with the speaker 

• Recognition on WACC website, communication, & social 

media outreach 

• Recognition from podium and banner displayed at event 

 

Envoy Sponsor - $3,000 
 

• One table of 8 with preferred seating at the 

luncheon 

• Attendance for all 9 representatives to business 

networking VIP reception with the speaker 

• One seat at the Head Table with the speaker 

• Recognition on WACC website, communication, & 

social media outreach 

• Recognition from podium & banner displayed at 

event   

 

 Attaché Sponsor - $1,500 
• One table of 8 with preferred seating at the luncheon 

• Business networking VIP reception for 4 designated 

representatives 

• Recognition on WACC website, communication, & social 

media outreach  

Recognition from podium & banner displayed at event 

 

 

 

 
 

NAME OF COMPANY:  

 

NAME OF COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE: 

 

ADDRESS: 

 

CITY:     ZIP CODE:    STATE:  

                                     

CORPORATE CONTACT:      

                           

PHONE:    E-MAIL: 
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We agree to support the program in the following manner (Please check one) 

 

Sponsorship Levels 

 

 
 
Ambassador Sponsor 

 

 
 
Diplomat Sponsor 

 

 
 
Envoy Sponsor 

 

 
 
Attaché Sponsor 

 

  
I am not able to sponsor this program at this time but would like to make a donation of $____________ to the WACC  

 

 

Payment Options:  

Sponsorship payments can be made online.   

Sponsorship checks may be made payable to the World Affairs Council of Charlotte.  

Need to complete an ACH transfer? Please email info@worldaffairscharlotte.org  

 

Return To: 

World Affairs Council of Charlotte | UNC-Charlotte, 227 CHHS Building | 9201 University City Blvd. | Charlotte, NC 28223 

 

 

_____________________________________                                                                                   

(Signature, Company Representative) 

 

 

UNDERWRITING INFORMATION: Please contact Madison NeeSmith by phone (704-687-7758) or email 

mneesmit@charlotte.edu  for table purchases and underwriting information. 

 

ABOUT WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF CHARLOTTE: The World Affairs Council of Charlotte is a non-profit, non-partisan 

organization supported by funding from individual and corporate member dues, foundations and contributions. By serving 

as a regional center for education and discussion of world affairs, WACC seeks to provide leadership for global thinking, 

believing that a broad perspective is necessary for effective competition in the global economy and for responsible 

citizenship in an increasingly interdependent political world.   

 
 

https://worldaffairscharlotte.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/worldaffairscharlotte/eventRegistration.jsp?event=695&
mailto:info@worldaffairscharlotte.org
mailto:mneesmit@uncc.edu
mailto:mneesmit@uncc.edu
http://www.worldaffairscharlotte.org/

