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The World Affairs Council of Charlotte is pleased to announce the Margaret Gragg Bissell 2024-2025 Council Scholar Award Program. The Council Scholar Program offers a unique opportunity for select educators to travel internationally and bring their experiences abroad home to their school community in North Carolina.  

We are seeking internationally minded educators and administrators who are actively incorporating a global perspective in their classrooms. Ideal candidates will have a strong desire to immerse themselves in an international topic or region and be enthusiastic about sharing their experiences abroad with their students and colleagues.

The 2024-2025 Council Scholar application must be emailed to cklopp@charlotte.edu. If you have yet to receive your application via email, you may access the form online at our website, www.worldaffairscharlotte.org (Education Outreach Section).

DEADLINE: Applications must be received by Friday, January 10, 2025 electronically. 

Email Address: cklopp@charlotte.edu

Please DO NOT attempt to fax or mail your application. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at (704) 687-7759 or e-mail cklopp@charlotte.edu

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Charlotte Klopp
Vice President, Programs and Education
World Affairs Council of Charlotte















Dear Applicant:

The World Affairs Council of Charlotte (WACC) is dedicated to enhancing international education in local schools by providing resources, programs, and opportunities that foster global awareness and understanding among students and educators. Our initiatives aim to integrate global perspectives into the curriculum, encouraging students to become informed and engaged global citizens. The Council Scholar Award Program is designed to annually recognize a limited number of outstanding teachers and/or administrators, grades K-12, in our community who have demonstrated a commitment to international education. 

The 2024-2025 school year marks the 30th year of the Council Scholar Program, and the World Affairs Council of Charlotte would like to thank the following education partners for supporting this program.



The Margaret Gragg Bissell Teacher-Centered International Education Endowment

														


The 2024-2025 Council Scholars will receive the following:  

· Recognition at our 2025 World Citizen Award Dinner
· Invitations to special WACC programs and dinner receptions
· Lifetime WACC membership
· The opportunity to coordinate seminars and roundtable discussions with past scholars and
· A scholarship of up to $3500 for: 
· Formal Study Abroad Program or Self-Guided Professional Development Itinerary with a Teacher-Centered and/or Student-Centered Focus
· Professional Development Programs in Another Country
· (Teaching Abroad (e.g., Teaching English in Another Country, Providing Training for Teachers in the Developing World)
· Language Immersion Classes Abroad
· International Conference Attendance
The program is designed to honor exemplary educators and enhance the scholar’s international educational experiences to foster  further positive outcomes in their respective classrooms, schools, and communities. On behalf of the World Affairs Council of Charlotte, thank you for applying to be a Council Scholar. 

COUNCIL SCHOLAR INFORMATION & REQUIREMENTS: 

· Applicants must be K-12th grade teachers or staff members with significant student contact in a public or independent school located in Mecklenburg, Iredell, Cabarrus, Lincoln, Gaston, or Union County.
· The applicant must be a full-time school employee in any subject/discipline.
· The number of applicants per school is unlimited.
· Successful applicants typically travel in the summer.
· All applications must include a written reference from their principal or assistant principal. We may consider a reference from a supervisor, manager, or facilitator at the district level to whom the teacher *reports to (*depending on the circumstances of the professional relationship).
· Applicants can propose a structured international experience that includes study abroad programs, educator conferences, graduate classes, language classes, and/or study tours, preferably focusing on professional development for K-12 educators. 
· Self-guided travel itineraries abroad will be considered. However, applicants must incorporate professional development opportunities to bridge the teacher-knowledge gap or promote student learning.
· The recipient will provide the Council with a written report of their travel experience.
· All nominees will clearly understand their intended impact and contributions in their classroom, school, and community. Additionally, they must be committed to actively promoting international education in the classroom and facilitating discussions on topics of significant global impact throughout the 2024-2025 academic year.
· Applicants are encouraged to be thorough and detailed about their prospective proposals. 
· Funds provided are taxable. The IRS has strictly defined scholarships as applying only to students in specific degree programs; therefore, our Scholar Award cannot be classified as a scholarship unless you use the money to complete a requirement in a degree program. Scholarships are the only form of tax-free award, so we must report your Council Scholar Award to the IRS as “other income.” You will be responsible for declaring the Scholar Award as income. 
· If you are selected to receive the award, all travel must be completed by December 31, 2025, unless travel becomes prohibitive due to restrictions or program deadlines.
· Preference will be given to applicants without extensive travel experience, though we encourage all applicants to apply.
· Previous recipients of the Council Scholar Award are not eligible to apply again. 

















APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Each applicant is responsible for submitting the following to be considered for the scholarship:
			
1. Part One: General Information Form (see enclosed)
2. Part Two: Application Questionnaire Form (see enclosed)
3. Part Three: Statement of Support Form from your principal (see enclosed)	
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
Applications with limited content will be sent back to the applicant. The educator will be given the opportunity to resubmit the application with updated and/or new content (1/2 page minimum) for the purpose of review within 48-hours. If the educator is unable to meet the 48-hour deadline, the application may be withdrawn.
If you are selected for an interview, you may provide a portfolio (optional) containing no more than five samples of students’ work or previous lesson plans, which reflect international projects and/or global awareness.  

APPLICATIOND DEADLINE: Applications must be electronically received by Friday, January 10, 2025

POST APPLICATION INTERVIEW (IF SELECTED): The award recipients will be announced at the end of February 2025 or early March 2025. 

   




























Part 1:  GENERAL INFORMATION FORM
Responses to the questions below may be written CLEARLY or submitted as a Microsoft Word document. 
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Applicant’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone Number: ____________________________	  E-Mail: _____________________________________
									*Please provide email address that you use most often
Alternate Phone Number: _________________________

School Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

School Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________	County: _____________________________

School Phone Number: ______________________		School Fax Number: __________________________

Number of Years at Present School: ___________	 	Total Number of Years Teaching: ________________

Grade Currently Teaching: _____________		

Subject Area(s) Currently Teaching: ______________________________________________________________

What degree(s) do you hold and from what institution(s)?  ___________________________________________		

List any additional teaching experience(s) (include dates, school names and locations, grades, and subject areas).

____________________________________________________________________________________________

















Part 2:  APPLICATION QUESTIONNAIRE FORM

DO NOT ANSWER ON THIS SHEET!  
· Please limit your responses to 1.5 pages for each question (page 8, 9, 10, 11)
· If you are emailing your completed application, please ensure all sections are clear and completed appropriate with relevant 
signatures. We will accept both WORD and PDF files. 


Question 1: If you have traveled internationally, please describe your experience and indicate how you translated that experience to your school community. If you have not been abroad before, what other activities have you done to encourage an international perspective in your classroom or school?  (Page 7)

Question 2: Please describe your plan for the award. Be sure to include how you learned about it, a 
website of your program for reference (if any), cost of the program and rationale for selecting, and specific information about what you will do during your experience abroad. (Page 8)

Question 3: How would this experience significantly influence your interactions with students, staff, and
	parents at your school when you return? (Page 9)

Question 4: What are your goals regarding international education in your classroom over the next 
	two years? (Page 10)

I understand the expectations and requirements for a WACC Council Scholar and agree to fulfill all responsibilities enthusiastically and comply with the policies established by the Education Committee of the World Affairs Council of Charlotte.






APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE: _________________________ DATE: __________________











PRINCIPAL'S OR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SIGNATURE: ______________________________






Question 1: If you have traveled internationally, please describe your experience and indicate how you translated that experience to your school community. If you have not been abroad before, what other activities have you done to encourage aninternational perspective in your classroom or school? Please limit your response to 1.5 pages for each question.






















































Question 2: Please describe your plan for the award. Be sure to include how you learned about it, a website of your program for 
	reference (if any), cost of the program and rationale for selecting, and specific information about what you will do during 
	your experience abroad. Please limit your response to 1.5 pages for each question.






















































Question 3: How would this experience significantly influence your interactions with students, staff, and parents at your school when you return? Please limit your response to 1.5 pages for each question.

















































Question 4: What are your goals regarding international education in your classroom over the next two years?  
Please limit your response to 1.5 pages for each question.






















































Part 3: BUDGET INFO
REQUIRED: Please provide a list of possible expenses and estimated cost up to $3500. If you have questions regarding this section of the application, please call (704-687-7759) or email cklopp@charlotte.edu

Possible expenses can include the following: airline tickets, passport application or renewal fees, trip insurance, medical related expenses for vaccinations, conference fees, program fee, lodging fee, local transportation estimates, food and beverages, literature, and education material. 

	Type/Description of Expense 
	Estimate Cost 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL

	$ (*estimated cost)











Part 4:  STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FORM
Select someone to complete the “Statement of Support Form” on your behalf.  If there is not sufficient space, please include a separate sheet with the application. 
 
Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________ School:  _______________________________________

Please provide a concise statement of support for the applicant, expressing your assessment of their passion and effectiveness in making a positive impact on your school through their experiences abroad. If preferred, you may also choose to submit a state of support on your school letterhead.

































Signature (Principal or Assistant Principal): _____________________________________________________________________



Printed Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

SELECTION OF THE SCHOLAR will be based on evidence of the applicant's commitment to, and interest in, international education.  Each application will be evaluated on a competitive basis. The selection process is two-fold: (i.) applications will first be reviewed by the World Affairs Council of Charlotte’s Education Committee members and (ii.) then selected applicants will participate in a short in-person interview to determine a final decision.  
			


COMPLETED APPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL SCHOLAR PROGRAM MUST INCLUDE:
	
	1.	Completed GENERAL INFORMATION FORM – ENCLOSE 1 COPY
	2.	Completed APPLICATION FORM - ENCLOSE 1 COPY
	3.   	Completed ESTIMATED BUDGET FORM - ENCLOSE 1 COPY
	4.	Completed STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FORM that has been signed by the principal of the school - ENCLOSE 1 COPY

➡PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR APPLICATION PACKET IS COMPLETE BEFORE SUBMISSION. 

➡THE 2024-2025 COUNCIL SCHOLAR AWARD PROGRAM MANDATES THAT ALL THE ITEMS MENTIONED ABOVE ARE REQUIRED 	
    FOR CONSIDERATION. 

➡PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT A PARTIALLY COMPLETED APPLICATION.
 
APPLICATIONS CAN BE EMAILED TO: cklopp@charlotte.edu
For assistance, please call Charlotte Klopp at 704-687-7759 or e-mail cklopp@charlotte.edu 

Applications must be electronically received by Friday, January 10, 2025, to be eligible for consideration. 

The award recipients will be announced at the end of February 2025 or early March 2025. 


THE WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF CHARLOTTE is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization committed to the mission of encouraging deeper understanding of world affairs. As part of a network of 90+ world affairs organizations across the country, the Council serves as a regional center for education and discussion of world affairs through diverse programs on significant foreign policy and global issues. 

For further information, including benefits of discounted educator and student memberships, contact the World Affairs Council of Charlotte office at 704-687-7762 or learn more through by visiting worldaffairscharlotte.org 
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