
April 2007 
 
·  Council News 
·  WorldQuest 
·  Speaker Series 
·  Voyagers Club 
·  The Magellan Society 
·  Council Scholars 
·  Ireland Trip 
·  Collaboration Events 
·  Save the Date 
 
Council News 
The World Affairs Council will be participating in the 1st Annual International Education 
Conference held April 26-27. The theme is “Learning & Teaching – A Global Mindset” 
and is designed to examine issues that impact learning in the 21st century. It will address 
the need for creating appropriate curricula relevant to all learners and based on the best 
international education practices and standards. The conference will take place at the 
TIAA-CREF Southern Service Center and is organized by the British American School 
of Charlotte. For more information, visit www.ieccharlotte.com/default.aspx.  
 
Online payment is now available.  The World Affairs Council is pleased to offer a new 
online payment option for donations and upcoming programs. Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, and Discover are all currently being accepted by our service through 
PayPal. It’s never been easier to make your contribution! See www.charlotteworld.org to 
find our “Make a Donation” and “Buy Now” features or call Jennifer Armentrout at 704-
687-7758 for more information.  
 
WorldQuest  
A short video of WorldQuest excitement is now online at 
http://www.worldaffairscharlotte.org/educationoutreach/worldquest/worldquest2007/wq2
007info.htm.  We would like to thank Stephen Young for all of his time and efforts 
assembling this production. 
 
Speaker Series 
Sir Eldon Griffiths  will be discussing his new book, “Turbulent Iran, Recollections, 
Revelations and a Plan for Peace” at a luncheon on May 9, 2007 at the Wachovia 
Executive Dining Room in the One Wachovia Building beginning at noon.  The cost is 
$35 for members and $45 for nonmembers.  Copies of Sir Eldon’s book will be available 
for sale for $17.95, and he will be available after the luncheon to sign copies.   
 
Seating is limited for this event due to space constraints.  Reserve your spot now by 
going online to register and pay (www.charlotteworld.org), calling 704-687-7762 to pay 
with Visa/MC over the phone or by emailing rvincent@worldaffairscharlotte.org.  
Checks are also accepted.    
 



*We cannot provide parking for this event but encourage attendees to take advantage of 
the multiple parking facilities in the Uptown Charlotte area close to the event.   
 
Voyager’s Club 
We are planning two Voyager’s Club events for May. 
 
In early May, on a date to be confirmed, we will be joined by Ambassador Ed Brynn to 
discuss Ireland.  Ambassador Brynn will be joining our trip to Dublin, Ireland in the fall 
(see Ireland Trip below) and this is an opportunity to get an early preview of the history 
and significance of the country.  Watch your email and our website for additional 
information.   
  
We have confirmed a Voyager’s Club with Cindy Castano on Thursday, May 24 to hear 
her work on “Slavery in Darfur” .  Cindy has been working on a documentary on this 
topic and has visited Africa on numerous occasions.  The cost is $25 for members and 
$35 for nonmembers and includes dinner.  The evening will start at 6:00 PM.   
 
The Magellan Society 
The Magellan Society’s (TMS) next big event is participation in the Dragon Boat Festival 
on June 9th at Reedy Creek Park. Come and race with us! The deadline to register for our 
team is May 9, so please go to the TMS webpage or contact Melissa Watkins at 
mkwatkin@uncc.edu as soon as possible if you are interested. More information about 
the race can be found on this site: www.charlottedragonboat.com. Both men and women 
are welcome to participate!  
 
Council Scholars 
This program recognizes outstanding Charlotte area teachers, grades 6-12, who have 
demonstrated a commitment to, and interest in international education. The scholarship of 
$2,500 may be used to attend international conferences or to participate in study abroad 
programs.  Past Council Scholars have been able to bring back and share with their 
students new perspectives, which have enriched and enhanced the classroom experience 
for all involved. 
 
Council Scholar applications will be available on our website soon. Deadline to apply is 
September 14, 2007. Please contact Jennifer Armentrout, Education Director with any 
questions at 704-687-7758 or jarmentr@worldaffairscharlotte.org. 
 
Ireland Trip 
St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) need not be the only time at which we celebrate the Irish.  
WACC is working on assembling a group trip to Dublin, Ireland in late September/early 
October.  Ambassador Ed Brynn, who holds a Ph.D. in Irish History from Trinity 
College, will be leading the group throughout the city of Dublin on specially-designed 
tours.  We’ve tentatively planned for: 
 

·  a visit to the Boyne region to see the famous battlefield and architectural site 
where dwellings that are older than the pyramids are being excavated;  



·  special tour of Trinity College including a lecture on Irish history 
·  meeting with a representative from the State Department to discuss US-Irish 

relations and Northern Ireland;   
·  visiting all the Dublin locations where James Joyce lived/wrote and locations 

about which he wrote in his books;  
·  exploring the world-famous Guinness brewery;  
·  driving through Wicklow Hills to see the medieval monastery that was the center 

of medieval Christianity;  
·  visiting an Irish beer hall for traditional Irish singing and dancing; 
·  and MORE 
 

If you may be a potential participant on this trip and would like more information, please 
contact the Council at 704-687-7762, and we will provide you with more information as 
it becomes available. 
 
Collaboration Events 
The World Affairs Council of Charlotte works with area organizations to offer more 
programming opportunities for our members.  Listed below are three events for our 
members to attend in partnership with Charlotte Sister Cities, Charlotte World Trade 
Association and the Federal Republic of Germany respectively. 
 
To celebrate Charlotte’s Sister Cities Relationship with Krefeld, Germany a grand 
Maifest event has been planned for Tuesday, May 1 at 6:30 PM at the Waldhorn 
Restaurant in Pineville.  The evening will benefit two Charlotte Sister Cities Events, 
including a visit by 24 guests from Krefeld who arrive for a 4-day visit of Charlotte and 
the surrounding areas on May 16.  The other is the first-ever combined special event for 
all students studying Germany in our local schools.  Full tickets are $50, which includes 
an authentic German meal with dessert and an initial beer or wine, and a $15 tax 
deductible donation to Charlotte Sister Cities.  Students and others who choose not to 
drink alcohol can purchase an alternative $35 ticket, which includes a $10 donation to 
Charlotte Sister Cities, but does not include alcoholic beverages.  The menu includes 
sauerbraten, spaetzle, red cabbage and a wonderful German dessert of either Black Forest 
cake or apple strudel.  Advance reservations are available and can be made by 
sending checks to Charlotte Sister Cities, 600 E. Fourth St., Charlotte, NC 28202 or 
calling their offices at 704-333-3399 for credit card payment.  Remaining tickets will 
also be available on-site on a space available basis. 
 
For those of you involved in international business, the North Carolina World Trade 
Association invites you to their 2007 Annual Conference on May 3, 2007 at UNC 
Charlotte. The theme will be “CHINA & INDIA: New Markets, New Opportunities 
…Huge Populations.” If you have any questions or would like to register, please contact 
Cindy Fox at 704-687-4965 or ctfox@uncc.edu. Please visit their website at:  
www.ncwta.org/conferences/2007_agenda.html for additional information.  
 
 



The Federal Republic of Germany is sponsoring a celebration of Jazz on Friday, May 
11, 2007 at The Village at Camden Square at 6:30 PM.  The Munich Swing Stars will 
be performing mainstream and traditional Jazz pieces for Charlotte, NC.  The group has 
previously performed for a BMW Bash, a golf rendezvous on the Spanish Isle of 
Mallorca and even for the 60th birthday of Germany’s former Chancellor Schröder.  
Tickets for this fundraiser are $50.00 and are payable by check to Sabine Birkle at 
Waldthausen & Associates, Inc., 1910 Abbott Street, Suite 201, Charlotte, NC 28203.  
There are only 350 tickets available so reserve one soon! 
 
Save-the-Date 
May 9 12:00-1:30 PM Sir Eldon Griffiths, “Turbulent Iran” 
May TBD 6:00 PM  Voyager’s Club: Ambassador Ed Brynn, “Ireland/  
    Study Trip to Dublin” 
May 24 6:00 PM  Voyager’s Club: Cindy Castano, “Slavery in  
    Darfur” 
May 31 TBD   China Town Hall: Local Connections, National  
    Reflections 
June TBD TBD   Ambassador of Indonesia 
Sept. - Oct. 2007 Tentative Trip to Ireland with Ambassador Ed 

Brynn  
Nov. 1     World Citizen Award Dinner 
Nov. 15    Academic WorldQuest 


